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This is the May 2025 edition of the Atlanta Woodturners Guild Newsletter. To submit an article or provide feedback for the 

newsletter, send to Tom Biehl at htbiehl@att.net.  Articles must be received by the Wednesday prior to the monthly 

meeting. 

The Guild 
The Atlanta Woodturners Guild (AWG) was established to foster a supportive and collaborative community for woodturners 
across the metro Atlanta area. 
Our Guild meets monthly, providing members with an opportunity to showcase their craftsmanship through the instant 

gallery and to engage with others in solving challenges and sharing insights. Whether you're a seasoned woodturner or just 

starting out, these gatherings are a valuable space to ask questions, exchange ideas, and build connections. 

Each meeting features a demonstration led by either internationally renowned professional turners or talented members of 

our own Guild. These sessions offer a unique chance to observe expert techniques, gain practical knowledge, and interact 

with skilled practitioners. 

Additionally, the AWG maintains a comprehensive library filled with woodturning DVDs and books, available for members to 

rent at a nominal fee. Stay updated on Guild activities and upcoming events through our newsletter and website. 

Anyone with an interest in woodturning is encouraged to join us at our monthly meetings and explore what the Guild has to 

offer. 

Our meeting location is Woodcraft Atlanta, 8560 Holcomb Bridge Rd., Suite 115, Alpharetta, GA 30022 on the 3rd 

Wednesday of every month from 6:30 - 8:45 PM. 

ATLANTA WOODTURNERS 

 

         

Chapter 274 

 

mailto:htbiehl@att.net
https://www.woodturner.org/
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                                       PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

A huge thanks to Leslie Ballard for her informational and entertaining demo in  
April. Leslie drew quite a crowd demonstrating her stunning pepper mills with  
the resin and wood mix.  
  
Jaramiah Severns will be the featured demonstrator at our May 21st meeting.   
The word that comes to my mind about Jaramiah’s small hollow forms is  
sublime.  Come out and give Jaramiah your support and learn how to create 
 your own sublime hollow forms.  Check the newsletter below to see the demo  
schedule for the remainder of 2025.  

 

Our two HOT Coordinators, Marcus and Charlie are on fire filling most every class with eager 
Woodturners.  If you have an interest in learning more about Woodturning, contact them to sign up for 
a class.  Their email addresses and the HOT schedule can be found further in this newsletter. 
 
I hope you are all turning lots of ornaments for the GA Festival of Trees, the organization that is 
working with two area non-profits who have boots on the ground fighting to stop human trafficking.  
AWG will be donating a full sized Christmas tree to be auctioned to the highest bidder at the festival 
this Fall.  If we all turn or scroll a few ornaments a week we may have time to complete the 500+ 
ornaments it will take to decorate our tree.  Our color scheme is silver, gold, bronze, white, red or 
natural wood.  Please do your best work and turn your ornaments in ready to be wired onto the tree 
complete with a small eyelet.  Just so you know, you will not be getting your ornaments back.   
 
Our Community woodturning project is getting ready to be up and running.  Our first class is 
scheduled for May 29 from 10:00 – 2:00 at Mountain Park Church in Stone Mountain.  We have a few 
instructors signed up to teach.  If you know anyone from age 12 to 99 who is interested in taking 
lessons, have them email me at kpaulnavarro@gmail.com.  The cost for each lesson is $20. 
 
Remember to turn a Beads of Courage box to donate to the critically ill children in our area.  If you 
need more info. check our website.  Glen Withrow is our area champion for this cause and will pick 
your boxes up at our meetings and deliver them. 
 
We are in the process of turning wig stands for cancer patients.  Thanks to everyone who contributed 
to this cause.  Bring your completed wig stand/s to the May meeting.  
 
Hope to see you at the meeting. 
To everything turn, turn, turn!  Katie 

Katie 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

There is no comfort in the growth zone, and no growth in the 

comfort zone! 

Katie’s Quote of the Month 
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MEETING AGENDA  

6:00 PM Arrival begins at Woodcraft. 

6:30 –7:00 PM Business meeting and show and tell 

7:00 – 8:30 PM Demonstration 

 8:30 – 8:45 PM - Raffle is called by Dan Douthart using the random generator – watch closely for your             
                           number.  You could be a winner!                       
 8:45 - 9:00 PM. Clean Up All “hands on deck” for the cleanup please. Our agreement with Woodcraft 

dictates that we MUST leave by 9:00PM.  All of us.  

UPCOMING DEMOS: May 21 - Jaramiah Severns 
 June 18 – Emma Smith – The Tiny Turner 

  

REMINDER: Second Quarter Vice President’ Challenge from Larry Nelms: 

The vice president's challenge for this quarter will be to turn a rolling pin. It can be either a 

French or Traditional Rolling Pin. One entry per person and all entries must be unsigned and in 

a paper bag. Prizes are 1st place $75, 2nd place $50, and 3rd place $25. Once again, the 

impartial staff at Woodcraft will be judging the competition. We had really great participation in 

the last challenge, and I hope to increase our numbers in this one. All entries are due at the 

June meeting. That is next month!  Happy Turning,       

Larry           

                                                                                                                                                       

 

 

 

  

See us on Facebook at “Atlanta Woodturners Guild” 
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SCHEDULE 
Our next meeting is Wednesday, May 21, 2025. Hope to see y’all there 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our May Demo 
AWG invites you to its May 21st monthly meeting.  Featuring Jaramiah Severns   

Our own Jaramiah Severns will demo his process for turning thin-walled hollow forms through a small 
opening and preparing them to apply finish on the lathe.   

The demo will cover prepping the blank for hollowing, shaping the exterior, an overview of hollowing 
tools and techniques, and prepping the piece for a high-gloss finish.   

Despite his relatively brief stint as a turner, Jaramiah has developed impressive technical skills, and 
with a keen eye for proportion and form, combined them to create beautiful vessels.  

Please join us for this instructive session. 
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Join us for dinner before our meetings! Some members go to Hooligans Restaurant (behind the CVS) 8440 

Holcomb Bridge Rd, Roswell 5:00pm.  Recently, due to the size of the crowd and slower service, some members 

are enjoying the Mexican cuisine at the restaurant in the strip mall across the street from Woodcraft.  Wherever 

you decide: enjoy a good meal and most importantly, the fellowship with other members. 

     
Hooligan's is a neighborhood sports bar located in 

the Alpharetta/Roswell suburbs of Atlanta. We 

have a great food menu and an extensive beer lineup 

hooligansroswell.com 

8440 Holcomb Bridge Rd, Roswell, GA  

84865 8465 Holcomb Bridge Rd, Alpharetta, GA 

What we can look forward to for HOT 1 

Pill Boxes with Mike Peace 
Hot Session, Wed June 4, 2025 
 
This project is about turning a small cylinder box, but the hollowing for the base and lid 
involves drilling a hole for the base and a 1/8” larger hole for the lid and creating a long, piston 
fit tenon. The end result could be a pill box, needle case or toothpick holder.  
All materials will be provided. More details will be sent when you register.  Contact Marcus! 

 

 
To all AWG members: 

Effective immediately, AWG will no longer accept credit card payments for dues, hands-on turning sessions, or any 

other payments. Due to changes in IRS rules for card processors such as SquareUp, total payments exceeding 

certain amounts will be forwarded to the IRS and could have negative tax implications for our club. Therefore, from 

now on, it's cash and checks for everything. This includes the recent online HOT pre-payment arrangement we 

established a few months ago. This will revert to payment at the door when you arrive for a HOT session. Charlie 

Levan and Marcus Jones will provide more details to you when you sign up for one of these sessions. Some HOT 

sessions will still require advance payments when we're hiring instructors from outside of the club. 

Thank you for your understanding. 

Regards, 

Harvey Meyer, Treasurer 

 

hooligansroswell.comhttps://hooligansroswell.com/
hooligansroswell.comhttps://hooligansroswell.com/
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HOT CLASSES 
Email Marcus Jones (w2marcus@bellsouth.net) for HOT I and Charlie Levan 
(charlie.levan@gmail.com) for HOT II class if interested. Schedule is at the end of the Newsletter 
 

HOT II – April 16, 2025 “Sharpening by Ken and Tim” 
Today’s HOT class was led by Tim Robertson and Ken Rizza covering the elusive topic – sharpening.  
Tim and Ken were assisted by Charlie Levan, Mike Peace, Dan Douthart, and Katie Navarro.  The 
class was attended by approximately eighteen turners.  Tim and Ken covered the various options in 
sharpening.  Tim demonstrated sharpening on a variety of tools and entertained questions from the 
attendees. The class was set up to allow attendees to attempt to sharpen their tools with the help of 
Tim, Ken, Charlie, Mike, Dan and Katie.  And then, as a bonus, lathes were set up with blanks to allow 
those who sharpened to test how well they did by using the tool on those blanks.  Harvey Meyer Video 
taped the entire session and will post it for the entire membership to see. 

 

 

 

                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tim Demonstrating Sharpening The attentive audience watching Tim 



 MAY 2025                                                   ATLANTA WOODTURNERS GUILD                                                             7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

See us on Facebook at “Atlanta Woodturners Guild” 

 

 

 

My Wife Thinks It's Weird That I Stare at the Window During a Heavy 

Rainstorm. 

It Would Be a Lot Less Weird If She'd Just Let Me In. 

🌦🌧 

 

How do Trees access the internet? 

They log on 

 

HOT II – May 21, 2025 “Bowl in a Bowl with Marcus” 
The second HOT class for May is with Marcus Jones teaching us how to make a bowl in a 

bowl.   See below for details. If you are interested, please email me. Charlie Levan 

 

HOT II – June 18, 2025 
We have the wonderful opportunity to host Emma Cook for an all day workshop on June 18 from 
9:30AM to 4:00PM at the Woodcraft store on Holcomb bridge Road.  We will be making the bowl 

pictured below. 

 

Emma is a well known professional turner from England and will be coming to Atlanta after her 
demonstrations at the AAW international Woodturning Symposium. This event has been made 

possible by the joint efforts of Barnesville Woodturners, Georgia Association of Woodturners and 
Atlanta Woodturners Guild.   
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HOT I – May 7, 2025 – “Wig Stands with Katie” 
The May HOT 1 session on May 7th was led by Katie Navarro.  The topic was making wig stands which 

we will donate.  Katie went through the process and showed how to create a top, spindle, and base and fit 

them together.  Mark Sillay donated blanks for the wig stands. The class was well attended. Each 

attendee completed a stand which will be seen at the May meeting Show and tell. 

 

 Thanks to Katie for providing great demonstrations and individual help with this project. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor’s Note - More pictures of the HOT classes and Show & Tell will be posted on the AWG Facebook page and 

on the AWG website. Please take a look: 

 
 
 
 

I told my friend I’m building a staircase, but he said it’s a step in the wrong direction. 

                             

 

 

HOT News:   

Don’t forget the club effort to create ORNAMENTS.  

Need help with ornaments.  We are here for you. The August 20 HOT I session will not be hands on 

but will be a day of demos, Harvey Meyer, Steve Mellott and one other turner will demonstrate 

turned ornaments.  Hans Meier will be demonstrating scroll saw ornaments.  This will be free and 

will be open to a larger group than normal HOT Sessions.  

Charlie Levan 

In April Charlie told us we would hear more…And it was well covered in the April meeting.  Now is 

time to turn or scroll ornaments.  Let’s get busy! 
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Club Activities and Opportunities to Participate 
Our club is brimming with events and activities that offer countless opportunities to connect with fellow 
woodturners, enhance your skills, and make meaningful contributions. This club is all about you, so stay 
involved and enjoy everything it has to offer! Here’s a glimpse of what’s happening: 

 
Community Service 

1. Beads of Courage HOT Class: Create bowls that bring joy to children facing medical 

challenges by holding their Beads of Courage. Glen Withrow passionately leads our club’s Beads of 

Editorial Pages 
All About YOUR Club – One more time! Rerun with 

updates - Running for this month. 
Tom Biehl 

 

 
 
 

This is nothing in particular.  I just liked the Ocean scene. 

 



 MAY 2025                                                   ATLANTA WOODTURNERS GUILD                                                             10 
 

Courage initiative, but he cannot do it alone - he needs our support.  We encourage each member to 
contribute by turning two lidded bowls per year. 

 For details on the bowl specifications, reach out to Glen. He’ll be happy to provide all the guidance you 
need to get started. Glen will provide you with a segmented bowl blank to get you started. 

 

2. Church Turning: A chance to give back through woodturning projects. From Katie Navarro –          

Mountain Park First Baptist Church - After facing initial setbacks, my Pastor proposed an inspiring 
idea—to start a community woodturning program at our Church campus located in the Mountain Park 
area of Lilburn/Stone Mountain. Recognizing that I couldn’t achieve this without support, I presented 
the concept to our Club's Board of Directors. Happily, they agreed to assist—what a blessing! 

Currently, we have two small lathes generously donated to the Church, along with a bandsaw. 
However, to get this program up and running we will need additional tools and equipment. Specifically, 
we are looking for chucks compatible with 1” spindles, a grinder, live and drive centers, face shields, 
and essential turning tools, including spindle roughing gouges, 3/8” spindle gouges, 3/8” bowl gouges, 
parting tools, and skews. 

Additionally, we are seeking volunteers to serve as instructors for this program. For insurance 
purposes, all teaching volunteers must be members of the American Association of Woodturners. The 
program will be open to students aged twelve and older. 

If you can contribute in any way, be it tools, time, or expertise—please don’t hesitate to reach out with 
any questions or donations. Your support would mean the world to us, and we’re truly grateful for your 
consideration! 

3.   Georgia Festival of Trees 

The Atlanta Woodturners Guild (AWG) is Excited to Participate in the 2025 Georgia Festival of       
Trees! 
The festival will be held at the Gas South Convention Center, located at 6400 Sugarloaf Parkway, 
Duluth, GA, from November 21-30, 2025. As part of this event, AWG will proudly donate a fully 
decorated tree. 
The Georgia Festival of Trees is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization committed to fighting the 
commercial sexual exploitation of women and children in Georgia. Proceeds from the festival support 
organizations focused on prevention efforts and restorative services for survivors. Their mission is to 
raise awareness and critical funds for those on the front lines battling human trafficking. 
How You Can Help 

AWG plans to donate a full-sized, fully decorated tree (6–9 feet tall). Here’s how members can 

contribute: 

➢ Donate Ornaments: Provide wood-turned ornaments or wood that members can use to craft 
ornaments. 
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➢ Volunteer: Help set up and decorate the tree for the festival. 
➢ Contribute: Assist with the cost of the tree and decorations. 

 
The trees will be auctioned to the highest bidders, with all proceeds going to this meaningful cause. 
The AWG’s name will be prominently displayed with our tree. 
Act Now—November is Closer Than You Think! 
Let’s start making ornaments today. Bring your creations to our monthly meetings—they can be 
showcased during Show & Tell before being stored for the festival. 
A Special HOT Class is Planned in August - This will be a session with woodturning and scrolling 
demonstrations covering how to create ornaments for the tree – and yours. Will be fun, interesting and 
enlightening.  See the schedule below for details. 
 
For more information, visit gafestivaloftrees.org. 

For questions, contact: 

❖ Katie Navarro at (404) 557-4799 

❖ Larry Nelms at (678) 378-6378 

Thank you in advance for your support and participation! 
 
What is Human Trafficking? – Why our Club is Participating in The Georgia Festival of Trees 
A brief Explanation 
 
Human trafficking is the illegal act of recruiting, transporting, harboring, or receiving people through 
force, fraud, or coercion, for the purpose of exploiting them. It is a serious crime and a grave violation 
of human rights. Victims are often tricked or forced into slavery-like conditions, such as: 
• Forced labor 
• Sexual exploitation 
• Domestic servitude 
• Child soldiering 
• Organ removal 

 
Effects of Human Trafficking on Society 
1. Violation of Human Rights 
• Victims are stripped of their freedom, dignity, and basic rights. 
• It dehumanizes individuals and treats them as commodities. 
2. Psychological and Physical Harm 
• Victims suffer trauma, depression, anxiety, and PTSD. 
• Many face physical abuse, malnutrition, and disease. 
3. Public Health Issues 
• Trafficking increases the spread of diseases (especially STDs in sex trafficking). 
• Victims often lack access to proper medical care. 
4. Economic Consequences 

https://gafestivaloftrees.org/
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• Undermines legitimate labor markets. 
• Drains national resources through increased law enforcement and healthcare costs. 
• Fuels black markets and illegal businesses. 
5. Weakening of Social Structures 
• Encourages corruption and organized crime. 
• Erodes trust in law enforcement and government institutions. 
• Disrupts families and communities, especially in vulnerable regions. 

 
Conclusion 
Human trafficking is a hidden crime with visible consequences. It destroys lives, damages societies, 
and challenges global human rights. Combating human trafficking requires education, awareness, 
strong laws, and global cooperation. 
So, let’s get busy creating ornaments as described in Katie’s President’s message. 

 

Learning Opportunities 

1. HOT I Monthly Class: Perfect for beginners or those looking to refine their skills! Led by club 
members, these classes allow you to develop your woodturning expertise while creating a project 
to proudly share with your loved ones. Take what you learn and create even more on your own. 

2. HOT II Monthly Class: Advanced sessions, taught by either our talented members or professional 
demonstrators, focus on honing your abilities while working on a take-home project. These 
workshops inspire continued practice and exploration. 

3. Mentorship with Experienced Woodturners: Gain insights and hands-on experience by working 
alongside seasoned woodturners. Whether it’s through discussions or visiting their workshops, 
their expertise is invaluable. 

4. Private Lessons with Mark Sillay: Learn from one of the best in the field! Mark Sillay is not only 
an accomplished wood turner but also an exceptional teacher dedicated to helping you succeed. 

5. Monthly Demonstrations: Watch and learn as expert demonstrators showcase unique 
woodturning techniques. Take notes, go home, and try it out yourself—create something special! 

 

Woodturning Product Discounts and Vendor Support for Members of 
the Atlanta Woodturners Guild 

Please check the members only section on the Atlanta Woodturners Guild webpage Club 

Discounts – AWG for a description of all discounts and programs available to all of our current 

members. Password is required but if you have forgotten it, use the Contact AWG tab to request it 

or ask at the next meeting. 

1.   Woodcraft Store 

2.   Woodturners Wonders –  

3.   Kingspor’s Woodworking Shop 

4.   Penn State Industries 

https://atlantawoodturnersguild.org/club-discounts/
https://atlantawoodturnersguild.org/club-discounts/
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5.   Rockler Woodworking and Hardwood Store 

6.   CAG Specialty Wood 

7.   Carter and Son Toolworks 

8.   Craft Supply USA 

9.   WoodTurningZ 

Fellowship 

HOT Classes and Monthly Meetings: These gatherings are a fantastic way to share experiences, 
mostly related to woodturning, with fellow members. Our club is made up of remarkable individuals 
who are worth getting to know! 

Show off your work -  

 
 
 
Show and Tell: Showcase your work during our meetings and gain valuable feedback. Whether 
you’re asking for tips or sharing your process, this interactive session fosters camaraderie and growth 
among our members. 
 
Perry National Fair Entries: Wayne Johnson leads this effort for us. More information is coming in the 
not too distant future. In will be an opportunity for you to display your creations at the Perry Fair. No 
worries, our man Wayne Johnson is on it! 

 
Our club thrives on participation and shared passion for woodturning. Let’s continue to grow, learn, and 
support each other in this incredible journey! 
Many of the items above are covered with email distribution.  Occasionally check your spam folder if you 
are not receiving emails from AWG sources.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW?   
Did you know that woodturning is an ancient craft that dates back over 3,000 years? Evidence of 
turned wooden objects has been found in Egyptian tombs, showcasing the skill and artistry of early 
woodworkers. The technique involves using a wood lathe to rotate wooden pieces on their axis while 
shaping them with handheld tools. This allows for the creation of everything from functional items like 
bowls and utensils to intricate decorative pieces like vases and sculptures. 

You have worked hard at creating your projects.  No matter what level you are at, be proud of it.  

Show it.  Answer questions about it. Receive feedback about it.  We have some opportunities to 

present our work to others described below 
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OOPS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AWG Membership – We are growing in membership.   

 We are currently at 94 Members 

 Nine new members in 2025 – Welcome! 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
 If you’re looking for something or have items you’re looking to sell, let us know and we will post a 
listing here for the community to see.  

CONSIDER JOINING AAW 

 

As an AAW member, you’ll get access to online 
videos, articles, and tutorials.  

➢ 150+ issues of American Woodturner are 
online with a searchable index.  

➢ 12,000+ images of member work are in 
AAW’s Forum gallery online.  

➢ 38+ issues of Woodturning FUNdamentals 
publication and the Woodturning 
FUNdamentals online learning portal offer 
one-stop basics 

 

A NOTE FROM MARK SILLAY  
 
For the members that are interested in coming to 
my warehouse liquidation sale where all the wood 
is “Pennies on the dollar” please call me and 
arrange a time 

VISIT HANS AT LAKEWOOD  
“I sell my work and teach. I have a number of 
booths at Lakewood 400 Antique Mall. The Mall 
is open the first weekend of every month; Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday. I am in Hall H on the back 
wall.”  

 

 

MIKE PEACE 
 

 

Mike Peace has more than 700 woodturning videos on his 
YouTube channel www.youtube.com/MikePeaceWoodturning 
 
Mike also offers one-on-one lessons in his shop in Suwanee. 
Copies of his published articles and project handouts are 
available for download on his website 
www.mikepeacewoodturning.com 
 

  
  

 
 

https://www.woodturner.org/
http://www.youtube.com/MikePeaceWoodturning
http://www.mikepeacewoodturning.com/
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NEED TIPS?  
Need a hand with your wood turning? Wayne is 
here to help! Just call, text, or email him, and 
he’ll do his best to connect you with someone 
who can assist. This could involve visiting a 
member’s shop—or even having them visit 
yours. And the best part? It’s completely free. 
Don’t hesitate, just ask!" 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE  
Are you seeking a meaningful way to share your 
time and talents? Our mission is to support 
Veterans in need, and we warmly invite you to 
join us in making a difference. 
The Gwinnett Woodworkers meet every other 
Tuesday at Rob’s Daycare for Adults to craft 
sturdy wooden canes. These canes are donated 
to “The Atlanta VA” and distributed to Veterans 
who can benefit from them. 
By participating, you'll not only contribute to a 
valuable cause but also leave with a strong 
sense of pride and accomplishment. For more 
information, feel free to contact Glen, Hans, 
Katie, Marcus Jones, or me, Tom Biehl. 
Together, we can make a lasting impact in the 
lives of our Veterans. 
 
 

 

 

AWG LIBRARY 
We may not have a fancy library, but the 
knowledge that is within our selection is 
invaluable. Each month Jim Hardy, our librarian, 
will have our extensive Library available at the 
meeting. Each item is available for checkout - 
$2/item/month. A list of books and DVDs is 
available on our website: 
www.atlantawoodturnersguild.org 
 

STAY IN TOUCH  
Don’t forget to check out our Facebook page 
for any updates and member discussions! 
And, of course, our Web page. 

 

 
 

 
Woodcraft has been gracious enough to allow us to 

host our meetings in its facility. When looking to 

purchase tools and materials, please consider 

purchasing them from Woodcraft.  

On meeting nights and HOT class days, 

Woodcraft offers a 10% discount on non-sale 

items excluding mechanical items. 

  

 

BEADS OF COURAGE  

Glen Withrow set a goal for each member to 
create two Beads of Courage bowls by the end of 
2024. Unfortunately, we didn’t reach that target. 
Now, Beads of Courage needs our support more 
than ever. Let’s come together and commit to 
crafting at least one Beads of Courage Bowl by 
the end of 2025. 

My father always used to say, “In life, one door 

might close, but another one will open.” He was a 

great philosopher. But an awful cabinet builder. 

(Actually, he was very good) 

http://www.atlantawoodturnersguild.or/
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2025 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

MEET THE WOODTURNER 

Meet the Woodturner: Chris Brothers 

How long have you been turning? 

Chris: “I’ve been turning for about six months now, ever since December 2024. It’s still pretty new, but I’ve fallen in love with it quickly.” 

What sparked your interest in woodturning? 

Chris: “It all started with a simple desire to turn bowls. A good friend of mine had a lathe, and I was curious. I talked about it with my 

nanny, and she mentioned her neighbor was a fantastic woodturner. That neighbor turned out to be Mark Sillay! I ended up buying a 

Powermatic 20X20 lathe and joined the local woodturning guild. At one of their meetings, I won an auction for lessons with Mark. It 

was like fate—my nanny’s neighbor was the perfect mentor.” 

What’s your favorite piece you’ve turned so far? 

Chris: “The very first thing I ever turned was a tree, and I've become obsessed with them. Being from Washington state, I’ve always 

had a deep connection to the trees, so I’ve made about 50 trees of them. Each one is a little different, and I love the challenge of 

capturing the beauty of nature in wood.” 

Is there a dream turning project you’d love to tackle? 

Chris: “Definitely a big live-edge crotch bowl—something about 20 inches across. I’ve been eyeing the grain patterns of some walnut 

I’ve collected, and I’d love to turn one into a striking centerpiece. It would be both a technical challenge and a chance to really 

showcase the natural beauty of the wood.” 

What’s your favorite wood to work with and why? 

Chris: “Cherry is hands-down my favorite. It slices so smoothly, and the finish is beautiful once it’s polished up. The burls can be a bit 

soft, so I have to keep my tools extra sharp, but it’s so rewarding when everything comes together. I just finished a live-edge cherry 

burl bowl, about 10 inches wide, and the grain pattern was absolutely stunning.” 

What do you consider your strengths in woodturning? 

Chris: “Mark taught me a lot about slicing techniques that reduce the need for sanding, which has been huge. I’m not afraid to 

experiment or push my boundaries. I always try to challenge myself—whether it’s trying a new turning design or working with a more 

difficult piece of wood. It’s all about constant improvement for me.” 

What areas of woodturning are you still working to improve? 

Chris: “I’m still working on getting the smoothest possible curve on the inside of bowls. It’s tricky to get rid of any angles or ridges. 

Every turn teaches me something new, but that’s definitely an area where I want to see more progress.” 

What’s your favorite finish to use on your pieces? 

Chris: “I’m still experimenting with finishes, but I’ve found a few I really like. I use Parfix 3408 a lot. For a more natural look, I love 

linseed oil paired with EEE Ultra Shine paste abrasive polish wax. I also enjoy using Shellawax Cream Friction Polish—it gives a nice 

sheen while keeping the texture of the wood intact.” 

Aside from woodturning, what other hobbies do you enjoy? 

Chris: “I’m also really into photography, especially landscape photography. I love capturing the natural world, whether I’m out in the 

woods or just exploring my own backyard. I’ve also gotten into racing simulations recently—I built a custom cockpit setup with pedals, 

a steering wheel, and three monitors. It’s a great way to relax and challenge myself, and I race with people from all over the world 

online. I even built a custom PC just for that!” 

What does the future hold for you in woodturning? 

Chris: “I’m really excited about the next steps! after being laid off earlier this year, I decided to focus on my woodturning. I’m planning 

to attend the ATL Spring Market to showcase my work, and I’m launching a website, chrisbrotherswoodturning.com where I’ll sell 

some of my pieces online. It’s all about continuing to grow, learn, and share my love of woodturning with others.” 

 

http://chrisbrotherswoodturning.com/
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May 21 HOT II Marcus Jones Bowl in a Bowl 

May 21 Demonstration Jaramiah Severns TBD 

June 4 HOT I TBD TBD 

June 18 HOT II Emma Cook TBD 

June 18 Demonstration Emma Cook TBD 

July 2 HOT I No Class Independence Day  

July 16 HOT II Glen Withrow Beads of Courage 

July 16 Demonstration Seth Gamble  

August 6 HOT I TBD TBD 

August 20 HOT II Harvey Meyer, Steve Mellott, Hans 
Meier (one turner to be named) 

Festival of Trees Demo  
*  Please see note below this chart. 

August 20 Demonstration Dan Douthart  

Sept 3 HOT I   

Sept 17 HOT II Steve Mellott Epoxy Painted ornament with 
finials and ICE cycles. 

September 17 Demonstration Vince Lacovelli  

October 1 HOT I   

Octobe15 HOT II TBD  

October 15 Demonstration Michael Early  

November 5 HOT I   

November 19 HOT II TBD  

November 19 Demonstration   

❖ This will be a demo day with 3 turners and one scroll saw ornament demos to support the festival of 
trees. Harvey will demo a hollow globe, Steve Mellott will turn a TBD ornament plus we will have one 
more turner and Hans Meier will demonstrate scroll saw ornaments. 

 

Schedule is subject to change as required.  Schedule will be updated with each month’s newsletter. 

 

 

 

  

Cherry Burl Bowl 

Trees and Snow 

Candles 

Mix Cherry Burl Bowl 
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This newsletter is published monthly by the Atlanta Woodturners Guild, (AWG). All opinions expressed 
by contributors do not necessarily reflect those of the Editor, Officers, or the AWG. Your AWG 

questions, comments and suggestions are always welcome. You may contact any officer through the 
contact information published on our website's contact page. 

And Finally – Your Board Members 
President  Katie Navarro 

Vice President  Larry Nelms 
Treasurer/Musical Director  Harvey Meyer 

Secretary  Charlie Levan 
Past President  Wayne Johnson 

Board Member at Large  Marcus Jones 
Board Member at Large  Dave Roselius 

Audio/Video  Harvey Meyer 
Beads of Courage  Glen Withrow 

HOT 1  Marcus Jones 
HOT 2  Charlie Levan 
Library  Jim Hardy 

Newsletter  Tom Biehl 
Photographer  Blake Cherington 

Programs  Kurt Sands 
Raffle Master  Dan Douthart 
Web Master  Harvey Meyer/Dave Roselius 

 

See us on Facebook at “Atlanta Woodturners Guild” 

See us on the web at “https://atlantawoodturnersguild.org” 

 

 

 

 

 

 


